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“May our children and grandchildren continue to reap [technologies’] ever tastier fruit – but 

without succumbing to [its] seductive promises of a perfect, better-than-human future, in which we 

shall all be as gods, ageless and blissful”. While I meant for my aforementioned quote to reference the 

fields of biotechnology and biomedical science, I feel that my philosophy can also be applied to the 

future of education in the midst of this world of constant technological change. 

There is no question that I believe in education and the knowledge that one can acquire with 

hard work, determination, and perseverance. However, when it comes to educating our future 

generations, we must be careful to not let technology get the best of us. To elaborate I will get back to 

the fields of biotechnology and biomedical science. 

On the one hand we have these great advancements in science that have enabled us to make 

tremendous improvements in medicine whether it is used for vaccines, preventing and curing diseases, 

or reversing disabilities. These advancements are accomplishments that we are all proud of. They act as 

our Good Sons when we look back at how far we have come and where technology has brought us. 

On the other hand, our country has pushed the ethical boundaries out a little with research and 

development of performance enhancing drugs; like steroids. While this was a great discovery and has a 

lot of beneficial uses in our society, the downside of this drug is being used in a selfish fashion that 

ultimately promotes a self-first cosmetic purpose. This is an example of our society letting technology 

get the best of us. As stated in a previous lecture, Biotechnology and the Pursuit of Human 

Improvement, this selfish act (and similar acts) diminishes the individual because they undermine and 

corrupt themselves alongside diminishing the reputation of science, education, and technology because 

of the lack of integrity of research and development of any future new medicines. 

Technology should be used as a tool when it comes to anything, especially education. In today’s 

society, the future of education is dependent on the use of technology. I suppose we will educate future 
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generations in a world of constant technological change by technology itself. What I mean to say is that I 

expect the same technology that education is dependent on will drive it in the future specifically social 

media technology. 

The all too common applications, Facebook, Twitter and YouTube, will continue to be popular 

media icons in society and I foresee that popularity leaking into the education sector. Because our youth 

are so interested in the aforementioned technological applications I can see that technology becoming 

commonplace in the classroom and other educational settings. More specifically, I can see the 

classroom moving beyond the traditional brick and mortar setting, to a place that is limited only by 

access to technology. 

As in my examples of biotechnology and biomedical science, we must make sure the beneficial 

uses of technology in education outweigh the negative uses. Some positive ways I think technology can 

help educate future generations is by the ubiquitous access. Students can learn anywhere, anyhow and 

anytime. I believe this will benefit the children with Attention Deficit Disorders (ADD) and similar 

disabilities, while giving the autonomy to all students to choose their preferred method of information 

receipt. 

As long as these future technologies are not able to write themselves in our minds (i.e. 

automatically), or force us to learn things that are against our will, our future educational model with 

regards to technology looks good. Maintaining our ability to walk away from future technology when we 

want to keeps things under control and allows for a bright future for our generations here and to come. 

However, the moment we lose control of the ability (mentally or physically) to walk away from any 

technology could present a dark day for our society and a possible end to education. 
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For starters, my educational system is one that is fair; i.e. there is adequate equipment and 

resources irrespective of the social setting or demographic. Included in this equipment and resources 

are the following: technology in some form (calculators, computers, and projectors), some type of text 

books, and an average administrative model. Lastly, my educational system is integrated with men and 

women faculty and staff. 

The role of woman or man reflected in my educational system is that of one who inspires 

students. The image of women, which I prefer to talk about, is firm yet delicate, communicates well, and 

varies her style of instruction depending on the audience. This woman would be represented in the 

faculty and staff, alike, with women as the majority in the faculty. 

When I think of women as teachers in our educational system, they would be reflected as the 

image of an ideal educator. I think women serve as the image of the educational system because they 

are the majority and they possess the same qualities as that of a mother. These qualities are not limited 

to the following: patience, communicates well, and excellent and multitasking. 

Before I give detailed examples of the qualities that women have, I must mention that this is a 

broad generalization of my experience with women. I think women are patient and acquired this skill 

growing up in our American culture. From the early 20th century women had a traditional role in the 

family of staying home, taking care of children, and maintaining the house. Seemingly, it took some time 

to break out of this traditional role and I can’t imagine a trait other than patience (with persistence of 

some sort in the background) that explains what women exemplified from this time to the current day. 

This quality of patience transfers directly to the classroom where the teacher must be patient 

with students because of the following reasons: students have various learning levels, students have 

different backgrounds, and the various resources (or lack thereof) at their respective educational 

institution. Initially, it is also my opinion that patience is the main apparent sign that differentiates 
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women from men in the educational system and what follows is how women differ in the way they 

communicate with students versus that of men. 

Communication is key in any venue, especially in an educational system. As men went off to war 

(e.g. World War I and II), women would keep in touch with men via letters making sure they not only 

didn’t miss what was going on with any family members left behind, but also the inner most feelings of 

their significant other as well as any other inspirational thoughts that were needed for encouragement. 

This skill has followed women through the generalizations that exist today. For example, women are 

known for kissing boo-boo’s on children when their scrapes seemed to be too unbearable. I don’t know 

for sure but that TLC that was displayed at home is transferred into the classroom to communicate 

effectively, to students. 

Traditional communication and teaching is one thing, but when students don’t get what is 

taught, it takes a skill (almost motherly instinct) to find a way to communicate what is right and wrong 

to a child. Based off of their intuition, I feel women hold that skill to communicate. When a child wants 

to give up out of frustration (or any other reason) a woman has a special way of giving a student an 

encouraging pat on the back or a hug for a job well done. These practices are looked at as taboo today’s 

but I’m sure the teacher that first did it was a woman and was effective regardless of the repercussion. 

Throughout the 20th century we have seen several lawsuits arise because of the way a teacher 

inappropriately touched a student. In an attempt to stay on the subject of how well women do in an 

educational system, I will conclude my point by stating that women do an excellent job multitasking 

between having patience, communicating efficiently with students, and teaching overall.  

From the days when women were the primary home keepers they would not only maintain the 

cleanliness of the house, but care for the children and the husband, while finding time for themselves. 

With these innate multitasking skills it was common for women to transfer the same skills to the 
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educational system and ultimately care for their job as an educator the same way. From grading 

assignments, teaching students, being an in-class disciplinarian, knowing the names and habits of over 

20 students at any given time, to meeting parents and maintaining contact with them and the 

administration constantly, I believe women make better educators due to their immeasurable skills. 

What value system do you espouse (adopt)?  

The value system that I espouse is integrity and dignity. In many of my essays I have written of 

topics that highlight my opinion of each, respectively, with a constant theme of integrity and dignity. For 

example, in a three day presentation series, as a guest lecturer at Princeton University, on the second 

day I talked about the conquest of death. This conquest was challenged by euthanasia (due to terminal 

illness or an incurable disease) and capital punishment. 

With euthanasia and capital punishment, both involve the assistance in ending a life. There is no 

self-respect in the person dying or the person assisting the death. As I relate to a well known bible 

passage, “an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth”, I don’t feel that it is just for a man to take another 

man’s life irrespective of the circumstance; notwithstanding, vengeance for a similar heinous act. 

Vengeance, would justify the aforementioned scripture and that is not representative of dignity, or 

human dignity for that matter. 

Euthanasia is not an act of dignity be it at a doctors request, that of the ailing patient, or their 

respective family. It may be heart-wrenching to the family, or some other tear-jerking experience, but 

no matter what the circumstance, euthanasia is not an act of dignity. Any way that euthanasia is carried 

out cannot and will not, for that matter, be an example of integrity. If a family puts the order in for 

euthanasia to be carried on, it would probably be because of the pain the family feels when coping with 

the hurt they feel for the loved one that is terminal. That goes against the value of integrity due to the 
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intent to kill another human being, nonetheless the nature of the act. For the value of integrity to exist, 

death by the means of euthanasia is not an option. 

I can’t call myself a murderer nor can I see myself as ever doing such a thing. However, I go 

against my thought in saying that I would take my punishment if I were to go and murder someone. That 

act of murder is pure evil and I wish for the most evil thing to happen to me, hypothetically speaking, if I 

were in that predicament. When we talk about other people and their punishment of murder, capital 

punishment is usually the first thing that comes to mind. In aligning my thoughts with the previous 

scripture and the value system that I follow, capital punishment is not an option. Regardless of the 

crime, capital punishment will not display integrity and most definitely not dignity. Dignity is not 

displayed because we ultimately do not respect ourselves if we would take the life of some one else who 

is made like us; i.e. from God. God made us in His image, and if this is true we have no authority to do 

away with God’s creation. 

My value system of integrity and dignity are reflected in the educational system because each 

member of the faculty and staff must show the values of integrity and dignity in order for a classroom, 

school, or district to really work. The trust is interwoven throughout the various relationships that exist 

within an educational system. You have trust between the student and teacher, the teacher and parent, 

and the teacher and administration (i.e. at the school and in the district).  

These three relationships are significant but all reflect the integrity and dignity that I say is my 

value system. Successful school districts not only have better than average standardized test scores, 

minimal violence, and better than average resources, but they have the community exponent that I 

believe is underrated and the underrepresented in an educational system. The community is where 

children, adults, and educators share their experiences and work together toward a common good. That 
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common good is the raising of responsible adults that have traits that include but are not limited to 

integrity and dignity. 

With a strong community presence there is no limit to a school’s positive success. That success is 

fostered and begins with the initial relationship between the student and the teacher. Through upfront, 

mutual dignity and integrity, the teacher and student learn from each other. They in turn develop a 

rapport and a genuine relationship where its foundation is strong if the value system is used. As the 

relationship begins to grow it makes way for the new necessary relationship between the parent and 

teacher. 

With the day to day exchange between student and teacher, poor grades versus good grades, 

poor effort versus consistent effort, and disrespect and respect go on continuously with endless 

students and teachers. With a good value system, the teachers will contact the parents in bad and good 

times to remain on the same page. As time progresses the bad times become less frequent and in turn 

are replaced by good times more consistently. As the teacher and parent see the progression of a 

troubled student, that experience forms an inseparable bond and great life experience for all 

participants. That life experience is taken back to the community to share, mentor and foster great 

relationships with unique experiences based off of the intimacy that exists because of the initial value 

system of integrity and dignity. 

Ultimately, if all goes well the teacher and administration will reap the maximum benefit that is 

measured. The other relationships produce intangible soft skills and rewards that aren’t measured from 

the outside, but given time, experience and the relationship that exists on the inside of the community, 

it is easy to tell the magic that is present. The teacher and administration relationship is that of the same 

value system in different ways. For example, upon acceptance of a teaching position the teacher is 

signing a contract that implies she will comply with all of the rules and regulations set forth by the 
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institution, the district, and the powers that be. This compliance is trusted when the teacher takes care 

of her daily responsibilities of instructing students, maintaining a safe and productive environment, 

grading assignments, and maintaining open lines of communication with parents or guardians of the 

respective students. 

The reflections of my value system in the education system are ideal but possible if all 

participants have a similar foundation and principles. My image of humanity is that of a future where all 

people exist as follows: without genetic enhancements, without aids in dying (by any means), and they 

live in harmony with other people and things in the environment. 

Genetic enhancements are our future and our present. Today medical professionals are on the 

verge of releasing drugs that enhance humans genetically to make them more athletic and or able to 

avoid certain diseases. Based on my aforementioned value system, I think these developments (in the 

wrong hands) have the power to compromise the components of dignity and integrity. 

Understandable to say that, anything misused and in the wrong hands would run amuck but we 

(as a society) run a greater risk with biotechnology when it comes to the manipulation of genes for the 

proposed greater good. As these vices present themselves (as well as newer ones become mainstream) 

we must hold on to some sort of moral compass. I propose a value system or better yet, religion. 

Without either of these our society is doomed and my image of humanity subsequently follows the 

same dark path. 

I spoke of assisted dying by way of euthanasia and capital punishment and my image of 

humanity would look dim if this isn’t done away with. As humans, I believe we are created by God and 

he made us all in His image. I believe it is not our responsibility to take another man’s life and 

furthermore I feel we lose a little of ourselves when we do this. 



Final Project: Leon Kass 

Desmond A. Hasty   9 | P a g e  

Our dignity and integrity is compromised every time we are involved with the loss of a human 

life. Why not celebrate our life and settle for punishments such as life imprisonment with the bright 

sides that rehabilitation can offer? Why don’t we wait and celebrate our loved ones to live their life 

fully? Don’t you think this was God’s intent?  Don’t you think God knows what suffering we all go 

through and may have an ultimate plan for the suffering an ill patient, or someone on death row, goes 

through? 

My image of humanity is not swayed by biotechnology and the other tools that come about. 

Instead, my image of humanity is based on faith that we will make the correct decisions for the future 

when it comes to nanotechnology, capital punishment and the euthanasia.  However, we must be 

careful to not get caught up with the perfection the future presents. We should hold steadfast to our 

moral compass and our value system because these times aren’t certain and the ways of the masses 

may not be the wisest.  

To bring together the thoughts of my value system with that of where our educational system is 

brings me full circle. My value system consists of dignity and integrity of the highest regard. 

Notwithstanding my belief in the educational system to create, build, and maintain relationships with 

the community to ensure, what I think will be a successful population of morally-grounded citizens. With 

these two solid pillars in place, my image of humanity looks pretty good.  My optimism precedes me 

because dignity and integrity does not guarantee an image of humans that isn’t tainted by perfecting 

people in a post humanistic view. 

Stepping aside from my ideal views, a realistic picture I must unleash is the fact that primitive 

capital punishment still exists along with euthanasia in some parts of this world. In my studies I have 

found that Holland has approved euthanasia to be legal. If this is so it is just a matter of time before 

people from the United States go there to die. Furthermore, it isn’t long before legislation will be 
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challenged to accept some form of euthanasia policy here. When will my image of humanity change to 

one that respects the value of human life until the very last breath? The image of humanity as I know it 

is uncertain because the current focus and lack of priority in our society takes us away from establishing 

a moral compass as a family, community, city and ultimately the city. 


