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Current Event #2 

http://news.cnet.com/8301-30685_3-20000061-264.html?tag=newsLeadStoriesArea.1 

Google to test ultrafast broadband to the home 
Google is making fiber optic broadband Internet access with fast connection speeds of about a 

gigabit per second. They plan to start service this year to a select few cities in the United States. To 

translate, according to the article, Google expects the speeds they offer to be “100 times faster than 

what most Americans have access to today”. 

Google plans to offer Internet access service and that of other service providers using their 

network. Google plans to offer competitive prices that can’t be mentioned at this time. They are looking 

to partner with other ISP’s in an attempt to create “next-generation products and technologies and 

applications…” Ultimately Google stands to profit from this venture because faster Internet speeds 

means that Google’s other products will benefit. For example, high-definition video could help attract 

studios and make YouTube a pay-per-view competitor to Netflix and cable TV. Or Chrome OS, with its 

Web-based applications, could become a more responsive competitor to traditional operating systems. 

Google Voice, which is being augmented with voice-over-IP service, could become more compelling. 

Google is huge and seems to want to get bigger. I’m sure they dominate the search engine 

segment with majority of the market share. Their email, Chrome browser, Instant Message service 

(which I haven’t played around with yet), and their newest GoogleWave all seem to be hits. It makes me 

believe that whatever they want to do, they put their all in it and usually make a profit and stay on top 

of their competitors. 

In my opinion I think Google should pursue this venture. It will be very necessary for the 

competition in the industry and I do think it will spark new innovation for creating faster networks, 
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making them more accessible to people everywhere, and it will hopefully raise the United States’ 

standing from 15th in the world for access to the internet. 

I am anxious to see how much Google’s new ISP will cost. That is the main question that comes 

to mind. There was also mention of IPv6. I am would like to know how Google’s ISP will interact with the 

new IPv6? Lastly, who will Google run out of business or merge with? There are a lot of ISP’s out there 

with a lot of the market share. Verizon FIOS and Comcast are the top two companies Google needs to 

have on their side. Will one of them partner or fight for the control in the market? 

http://googleblog.blogspot.com/2010/02/think-big-with-gig-our-experimental.html 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/02/09/AR2010020901191.html 

http://news.cnet.com/8301-30686_3-10429084-266.html 

http://news.cnet.com/8301-30686_3-10435559-266.html 

http://news.cnet.com/8301-30684_3-10424760-265.html 

http://news.cnet.com/8301-1035_3-10037036-94.html 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wusklcNKDZc 

http://news.cnet.com/8301-30686_3-10347131-266.html 

http://news.cnet.com/8301-30684_3-10397006-265.html 
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