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According to EdTechReview.in, WordPress “is a Web software...Content Management System 

(CMS) that allows teachers to take full control of their blogs or websites” (Saxena). I want to highlight 

that this CMS is not just for teachers, but for the students as well. That is the base of what it is and its 

use, however, I have been using WordPress for about four years and it can be used for as little or as 

much as you desire. In short, it is a tool for blogging that I believe should be integrated throughout all 

disciplines in a K-12 setting. 

In another article by Saxena, she expands on blogs for creative thinking: 

Blogs are a great way for the development of creative 

thinking and writing in students. It provides freedom to 

students to post whatever they want and comment upon or 

share each other’s material. They can openly write on topics 

that intrigue them and give vent to their ideas without 

having to worry about grading or grammatical errors. Students can volunteer to 

organize and manage a common class blog, which will act as a common source of 

expression for the entire class. Blogging makes students feel responsible for their own 

learning and they are encouraged to incorporate creativity in their learning through 

them, which they could not do before. (“How Can”)  

Since WordPress is a free, web-based software application, it is extremely attractive to an 

educational institution that is trying to be cost effective. There are numerous template designs and 

widgets that will allow for the most unique of layouts of its users and is user-friendly so the barriers to 

entry are low. If teachers wanted to, they can “integrate course content into their personal website to 

enhance student learning” (“10 Most”). WordPress can also be used as an e-Portfolio platform for every 

student in an educational setting. 
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The only challenge I found when it comes to WordPress is the inability to manage all of the 

users, and the open state of the blogs, itself. Many educators would like to control the content 

published by students and this is not possible within WordPress. Posts may be monitored by the teacher 

(as I recommend) but can’t be approved or denied as such because the blogs are controlled by the 

individual user. Overall I see it as a growing pain to some teachers not used to giving students this 

amount of control. 

Additionally, the open state of the blogs are a double-edged sword. The ability for each student 

to comment on their peers’ site, and vice versa, is the beauty of this Web 2.0 technology. The challenge 

is the openness of anyone to comment on a students’ site. In my use with the software I haven’t had any 

malicious users make inappropriate comments to anyone’s blog but just in case there are options to 

approve or deny comments within the controls of each individual blog. The student/user has the ability 

to view all comments that are posted on their blog and have it displayed or not. 

I recommend use of this software in a 6-12 grade environment. It seems to be too much 

independence for anyone younger than 6th grade. Furthermore, students in grades 6-12 would be 

empowered to think critically, reflect, and explore learning in their own way throughout any curricula 

with this emerging technology tool. If you look at the way this age group is currently using technology, 

this is just a more elaborate form of that use. 
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