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I think I take using the computer and the internet for granted. Every day I use my computer and 

the internet with ease. I often forget that everyone doesn’t have the luxury of using the internet, nor a 

computer without complication or confusion. The article I read highlights the following: the definition of 

web accessibility, the importance of web accessibility, and making the web accessible. 

Web accessibility, as defined by the article, “means that people with disabilities can perceive, 

understand, navigate, and interact with the Web, and that they can contribute to the Web”. I feel this is 

important because traditionally websites have not been made for people with disabilities. Similar to our 

emerging web trends assignment, some websites are now equipped to assist people with impairments 

such as vision by making the icons and fonts larger. Also, the flash animation can assist with the 

comprehension and hearing ability (if sound is included) of the site. 

As our society grows more and more dependent on technology (in the areas of education, 

employment, government, commerce, etc) web access becomes more important. One reason I say this 

is because having access to the web provides equal access and equal opportunity to people with 

disabilities. For example, voice recognition could help someone who isn’t able to type. While aiding that 

person with the disability, they can reconnect with someone else on Facebook. This sustains the social 

connection necessary in an individual’s life as well as decreasing the digital divide that exists because of 

technologies’ ever-increasing innovation. 

As I mentioned the importance of web accessibility, the next step in the article is making a site 

accessible. The Web Accessibility Initiative (WAI) “develops guidelines and techniques that describe 

accessibility solutions for Web software and Web developers”. Through these guidelines, WAI will serve 

as the authority for setting a standard for an accessible site. The web software plays an important role in 

developing a site that has good web accessibility. But what does such a site look like? 

Making a good web accessible site can be easy or difficult but the article suggests that it 

depends on many “factors such as the type of content, the size, and complexity of the site” (Henry). 
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This web accessibility includes all persons with disabilities that affect the use of the web in any 

way: visual, auditory, physical, speech, cognitive, and neurological. As more accessible web sites and 

software become available, people with disabilities are able to use and contribute to the web more 

effectively. This effective use will increase the participation of people with and without disabilities. 
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