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PowerSchool is an online Student Information System (SIS). According to the Pearson School 

Systems website: 

Our three primary products, PowerSchool, PowerSchool SMS and Pearson Inform 

facilitate collaboration and communication across all stakeholder groups, be it schools, 

districts, administrators, teachers, parents or students. Whether you are interested in a 

performance analysis dashboard for your district, a web-based parent portal or an 

online grade book for teachers, Pearson is the only education technology provider 

positioned to help you address the challenges of achievement, reporting, growth and 

scalability (Pearson Products). 

Based off of my experiences I believe every school should have an SIS or some similar system to 

streamline the necessary tasks of the institution and make a more efficient way of doing things for 

everyone. 

PowerSchool is a “web-based student information system, supporting 12 million students in all 

50 states and over 65 countries” (EdTech). According to my research of and experience with this 

software, the average user does not need to be web savvy to use this software. Instead, the software is 

web-based and user-friendly so all you need is an internet connection and a computer. One major goal 

of Pearson, is to “transform data into relevant timely information” for all users (LaPier). I think this 

‘relevant timely information’ is critical for all users in an educational setting. 

My current institution uses Pearson’s PowerSchool. It has three different interfaces that my 

colleagues, as well as myself, use with different functionality depending on the user. The interfaces I use 

are PowerSchool Teacher and PowerSchool Admin. The last one, PowerSchool Student/Parent, is an 

interface that allows students (and parents alike) to log in and view the grades and comments that 

teachers post for students in their respective classes. 
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Some competitors to PowerSchool that I have heard about are Aspen, Blackbaud, and Genius 

Project. I only know of them from this emerging tech review and don’t know of any colleagues with 

experience with using them. I have been using PowerSchool for as long as I have been teaching, 8 years. 

I recommend this SIS for any institution, large or small, mainly because of its ease of use for all users. 

However, the challenge lies in the price of this SIS. According to a report for Charlottesville City 

Public Schools in 2006, Total Costs of Year 1 are approximately $45,000. Total Costs of Year 5 are 

approximately $72,000”(). These are very high costs but I think that the investment of this and other 

similar SIS’s are important. 

“Education takes place outside the school and requires the cooperation of parents and 

guardians…” (LaPier). With an SIS like PowerSchool it is easy to make that happen. Parents and students 

have unique user names and passwords which enables them to log-in and see what the teacher will 

record, as well as attendance and upcoming projects in each class. In real-time, this access enables 

students to be more responsible of their education, the parents to adequately support the students, and 

the faculty and administration to manage the institutional services therein. 
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